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PO A @l GNcieifean GBI biblical literature-9¥ %5 As far as the New

Testament is concerned, there could be no Bible without a church that created it; yet

conversely, having been nurtured by the content of the writings themselves, the church
selected the canon. ... Indeed, until c. AD 150, Christians could produce writings either
anonymously or pseudonymously—i.e., using the name of some acknowledged important

biblical or apostolic figure. The practice was not believed to be either a trick or fraud. ...
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NECHTFs QPG Bible WGCRER I€<0: The27books of theNew Testament are only a
fraction of the literary production of the Christian communities in their first three

centuries. ... As many as 50 Gospels were in circulation during this time. “¥3B19 ewRGfe
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